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Four more Gippsland community organisations have been successful in the final round of funding 
from International Power Australia’s (IPRA) Bushfire Recovery Fund.  
 

Moe South CFA, Boolarra South Landcare Group, Yinnar South CFA and the Boolarra Animal 
Shelter will share in an allocation of $55,000 provided by IPRA.   
 

IPRA announced a community support package of over $500,000 in the aftermath of the terrible 
fires in early 2009.   The Fund included a significant allocation of £100,000 ($A170,000) from the UK 
head office which was intended to assist the Latrobe Valley community in the important community 
recovery process. 
 

IPRA's allocation committee approved an initial tranche of A$90,000 in 2009 that was received by 
community organisations in Callignee, Mirboo North, Boolarra and Hazelwood South.     
 

On the second anniversary of the 2009 fires, IPRA’s Group Manager of Corporate Affairs, Mr Jim 
Kouts, said whilst the memories of the 2009 fires were still vivid to many people, the determination  
of Gippsland’s community groups to rebuild their communities was clearly very strong.   
 

“Our funding committee felt these submissions reflected sincere and genuine efforts to restore 
community infrastructure and to provide additional mitigation capacity for the future,” Mr Kouts 
said.    
 

He said the applications again had strong employee connection with IPR, showed diversity and 
reflected good restoration capacity for local infrastructure.   
 

“We would like to congratulate these organisations on their successful application and wish them 
every success as they continue the recovery, rebuilding and rehabilitation process in their 
communities,” he said.   
 

Representatives from the four organisations will assemble at 11am on Friday 28th January at 
Boolarra’s Memorial Hall to receive their cheques from senior IPRA representatives.    
 

This final round of funding completes the original funding package of more than $500,000 made 
available by International Power for projects to assist Gippsland to recover from the 2009 fires.   
 

Ends 

 

For more information, contact Neil Lawson on 0407 842 285
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The successful organisations allocated direct funding under the second and final allocation of International 
Power’s Bushfire Recovery Fund are: 
 

• Moe South CFA      Redevelopment of their CFA building  
 

Analysis. The Moe South CFA played an important role in the Delburn Complex and Black Saturday fires of 
Jan/Feb 2009 and since that time has recruited several Hazelwood employees.  This submission asks that IPR 
consider a project that will deliver a refurbished building and an expansion area for a new vehicle.  This brigade is 
in an area where it is well placed to respond to incidents at Hazelwood.  The project submission is asking 

International Power to assist in its fundraising efforts.  The $13,000 award will target specific new infrastructure 
for the brigade’s facility.   
 

• Boolarra South Landcare Group  Development of a nature trail and picnic facilities 
 
Analysis – Boolarra’s Old Mill Park is a unique redevelopment opportunity and another local environmental 
asset in the Boolarra area.  Severely damaged in the 2009 fires, work to establish a new walking track to the 
Boolarra Cemetery is progressing well. The Boolarra South Landcare Group is restoring this old Mill site south of 
the township to incorporate visitor picnic facilities and rehabilitation with native vegetation.  An award of 

$20,000 for the future construction of gazebo shelters and visitor facilities has been approved. 
 
 

•  Boolarra Wildlife Shelter  Rebuilding some of the wildlife housing capacity 
 
Analysis - This community wildlife shelter suffered extensive damage during the 2009 fires and attracted good 
early support however additional funds are required to continue the rebuilding process.  The Boolarra shelter 
needs assistance to rebuild small features like wading pools and bird respite areas.  The Award is valued at 

$10,000 and will be administered by the local community development group.   
 
 
 

• Yinnar South Rural Fire Brigade   Replacement of tanker cab chassis (part) 
 

Analysis - The Yinnar South Rural Fire Brigade is seeking to replace its brigade-owned tanker truck which is 
designed to access tough bush areas and has a 1500 lt capacity for fire fighting efforts.  They intend to replace the 
cab chassis and retain their tank unit.  By trading in their existing unit, their changeover cost is economic and 
together with their fund raising, up to 12 k is required to replace the vehicle and provide extra equipment.    
Yinnar South has Hazelwood employee members and they have played important response roles in mine fires in 

recent years.  An excellent project valued at $12,000 to assist a community at risk from future fires. 
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